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Natural Disasters
Yr 9 Society & Environment
Rich Assessment Task (RAT)
Common Assessment Task (CAT)
A natural disaster is the consequence of a natural hazard (e.g. volcanic eruption, earthquake or landslide) which affects human activities.
Mount Pinatubo eruption, 1991
Key Words
Avalanche: a hazard involving a slide of a large snow (or rock) mass down a mountainside

Blizzard: a severe winter storm condition characterized by low temperatures, strong winds, and heavy blowing snow.

Drought: an abnormally dry period when there is not enough water to support agricultural, urban or environmental water needs. Extended droughts can result in deaths by starvation or disease, and can result in wildfires.

Cyclonic Storm: storm systems that form over the oceans. It is caused by evaporated water that comes off of the ocean and becomes a storm. The Coriolis Effect causes the storms to spin, and a hurricane is declared when this spinning mass of storms attains a wind speed greater than 74 mph. Hurricane is used for these phenomena in the Atlantic and eastern Pacific Oceans, tropical cyclone in the Indian, typhoon in the western Pacific. 

Earthquake: a phenomenon that results from a sudden release of stored energy that radiates seismic waves. At the Earth's surface, earthquakes may manifest themselves by a shaking or displacement of the ground and sometimes tsunamis.

Flood: results from prolonged rainfall from a storm, including thunderstorms, rapid melting of large amounts of snow, or rivers which swell from excess precipitation upstream and cause widespread damage to areas downstream, or less frequently the bursting of man-made dams or levees. 

Hailstorm: is a natural disaster where a thunderstorm produces numerous hailstones which damage the location in which they fall. 

Heat wave: a disaster characterized by heat which is considered extreme and unusual in the area in which it occurs. Heat waves are rare and require specific combinations of weather events to take place, and may include temperature inversions, katabatic winds, or other phenomena.

Hurricane: see cyclonic storm
Lahar: a type of natural disaster closely related to a volcanic eruption, and involves a large amount of material, including mud, rock, and ash sliding down the side of the volcano at a rapid pace. These flows can destroy entire towns in seconds and kill thousands of people.
Landslide: a disaster closely related to an avalanche, but instead of occurring with snow, it occurs involving actual elements of the ground, including rocks, trees, parts of houses, and anything else which may happen to be swept up. 
Mudslide: a special case of landslides, in which heavy rainfall causes loose soil on steep terrain to collapse and slide downwards.
Sinkhole is a localized depression in the surface topography, usually caused by the collapse of a subterranean structure, such as a cave. Although rare, large sinkholes that develop suddenly in populated areas can lead to the collapse of buildings and other structures. 

Tornado: a natural disaster resulting from a thunderstorm. Tornadoes are violent, rotating columns of air which can blow at speeds between 80 and 450 kph. Tornadoes can occur one at a time, or can occur in large tornado outbreaks.
Tropical cyclone: see cyclonic storm

Tsunami: is a wave of water caused by the displacement of a body of water. Tsunami can be caused by undersea earthquakes or by landslides.
Typhoon: see cyclonic storm

Volcanic eruption: the point in which a volcano is active and releases its power.
Waterspout: a tornado occurring over tropical waters in light rain conditions. 
Wildfire: an uncontrolled fire burning in wildland areas. Common causes include lightning and drought but wildfires may also be started by human negligence or arson. Wildfires can also produce ember attacks, where floating embers set fire to buildings at a distance from the fire itself.

Videos & DVDs

DVD SS 247 – Australia Eye of the Storm (La Nina, Drought, Storms, El Nino, Monsoons)

DVD SC 147 – The eruption of Mount St. Helens
VID SS 231 – Mapping Environmental Disasters: Bushfires & threatened species
Books

NF 363.3 Australian Disasters, Bushfires, Storms
NF 363.8 Famine, Drought & Plagues

NF 551 – NF 551.6 Avalanches, Cyclones, Droughts, Earthquakes, Floods, Hurricanes etc.

NF 904 Disasters (historical context) 

NF 937 Pompeii (volcanic eruption)

Vertical File
Disasters
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Encarta

On the desktop of the computer, click the ‘Microsoft Student 2006’ icon to launch Encarta. Search for information using keywords (see list above). This can be done even if you have no internet credit.
Websites
http://library.thinkquest.org/16132/frames.html
http://library.thinkquest.org/03oct/00758/en/home.html
http://www.brainpop.com/science/naturalhazards/naturaldisasters/
http://green.nationalgeographic.com/environment/natural-disasters/
http://www.factmonster.com/ipka/A0775896.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/hottopics/naturaldisasters/
http://www.fema.gov/kids/dizarea.htm
